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  Youth Information Workers Cymru Network Terms of Reference

The name of the Group: 

Youth Information Workers Cymru Network (YIWC)

1. Mission Statement:

The Youth Information Workers Cymru Network reflects the continued and emerging strength of the Youth Information sector in Wales. The network recognises and supports key policy, strategic and legal developments such as, The Child Care Act 2006, which outlines the statutory responsibility to provide information to parents of children up to their 20th Birthday *. The network is committed to developing and supporting information services for young people, particularly those that follow the principles and practice of youth work and reflect the Youth Work Curriculum Statement for Wales. Quality assurance in relation to service development and delivery; equal opportunities, bi-lingualism (Welsh/English) and support for the environment are core principles of the network.

*Other key Strategic developments supported include: The Child Poverty Strategy and Delivery Plan for Wales 2010 and The Youth Service Strategy Consultation 2010/11. 

2. Role of the Network: 

To ensure an effective communication and working structure in line with the strategic and operational development of quality Youth Information Services throughout Wales. Provide group responses to National Policy Consultations, linking in with professional Networks e.g. PYO’s, CYPP Networks Voluntary Youth service Regional Consortia. Campaigning for the sustainable development of Youth Information services.
3. Overall Purpose: 

Through partnership work and a coordinated approach develop a best practice model for Youth Information Service, structures and resources for young people throughout Wales.

4. Functions: - 

The network will:

· Have a strategic function and overview in relation to the development of Information Services; with representation where possible on key Networks including the Family Information Service Network, and Information and Quality Standards Steering Group

· Create an information sharing forum for members and partners to share ideas and practice; in turn ensuring a synergy in approach and method

· Ensure a mechanism for the inclusion and dissemination of emerging information sources, and monitoring of existing ones

· Provide a support structure for new and existing services for young people

· Ensure standards including the European Youth Information Charter are worked towards and evidenced within Youth Information settings

· Ensure effective monitoring and evaluation of service delivery

· Assist in the development and implementation of a quality assurance and quality marking system for Extending Entitlement generally and information services specifically

· Promote the work and importance of the network itself and Information services throughout Wales

· Ensure young people are involved in the networks developments, plans and reviews

· Explore joint project and funding opportunities
· Ensure the use and promotion of CLIC within working practice
· Have a lobbying function on behalf of information services for young people in Wales

5. Membership: The network will be facilitated by ProMo-Cymru’s Information and Quality Standards Officer and supported by ProMo-Cymru/ CLIC staff. Partnerships will be developed with other Information Services such as The Family Information Service, and Libraries among others. These partners will form an integral part of the Network. 

· Members of the Youth Information Workers Cymru Network are:  Practitioners, Managers and Partners of Information Services for Young People in Wales.
· The network is open to individuals and the representatives of national and local organisations and services developing and supporting Information Services for young people, particularly those that follow the principles and practice of youth work and reflect the Youth Work Curriculum Statement for Wales. Equitable representation from the across the whole geography of Wales is encouraged; the statutory, voluntary and independent youth focused sectors across Wales as well as niche / topic specific organizations.

· Additional parties may be called upon in order to form sub-groups, and or direct specific projects and ventures.

· New members may be sought dependent on their affiliation to Information Services for young people, and ability to assist the networks development .

6. Meeting/ Network Procedures: - 

· Chair and Vice Chair will be elected annually at the first meeting of the year

· Meetings Shall be structured to ensure maximum participation of all members; relaxed, activity based inclusive programs will be adopted for each meeting

· The quorum for the network meeting to take place will be: Eight individuals present representing six organisations

· Meetings will be held quarterly (Alternating between Broneirian and Builth Wells) with specific project meetings organised when required by nominated members

· Minutes will be taken at each meeting by CLIC Information and Quality Standards Officer

· Agenda’s and other correspondence will be agreed be circulated at least one week prior to the scheduled meeting date
*The Terms of Reference will be reviewed and updated annually. Updates and reviews can also take place upon request of the members throughout the year: Last meeting date. 

